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30th April 2014 

Dear Parents, 

Term 5 has finally arrived and I am delighted to be here at St Edmund’s. I consider it a great honour 

and privilege to be the new Head teacher of our lovely school.  The children, as I am sure you will 

agree, are friendly, polite and hardworking (a credit to you all) and the staff have already begun to 

make me feel very welcome. I am trying to meet as many parents as possible on the playground 

each morning but if I haven’t spoken to yet do please come over to me and say hello. In time I will 

get to know all your names but I’m sure a friendly smile will suffice for now. 

Some good news to share, here are the results for the 100 Club draw for February 2014: 

1st  Wilf Demarchi   Number 54  £30 

2nd Tony Miles  Number 40 £20 

3rd Justyna Majewska Number 26 £10 

March 100 Club winners: 

1st  John Matthews  Number 22 £30 

2nd Jean Moore  Number 45 £20 

3rd Roger Lamboll  Number 42 £10 

Well done to the above winners. If you don’t have a number yet can I encourage you to contact the 

office to sign up for one? It only costs £15 for the year, is an easy way to raise a little extra money for 

school and it’s always a pleasant surprise when your number actually wins. I’ve had a couple of little 

wins over the eight years I have had a number so I’m hoping it’s my turn again soon. While I’m on 

the subject, can I apologise to any of you who were uncomfortable about the recent draw taking 

place during Gold Book assembly at the end of last term. In hindsight this was well meaning but not 

the right time for the numbers to be drawn so look out for me asking you to help me by drawing 

numbers on the playground at the end of each month. You may be lucky enough to pull out your 

own number! 

I was intrigued to hear what the exciting noise coming from the Hall was all about one day last week. 

On further inspection I found our Key Stage 1 pupils enjoying a lively drama workshop from a visiting 

Drama specialist. I have asked some of the children to tell you what they thought and here a few of 

the responses I received: 

I enjoyed the drama because it was funny and I enjoyed Smelly 

Fish Jelly Fish and the magic pearl when we made a wish and the 

swimming around.      By Kate Regan Class 1H 
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I enjoyed the drama because when the lady was the Smelly Fish 

Jelly Fish and she had the magic pearl I liked swimming around 

the room.       By Millie Davis-Gill Class 1H 

 

I liked the drama because the lady thinks we are smelly PWOWA!

        From Lorenz Jugar Class 1H 

Another group of children who particularly enjoyed their educational experiences last week are Mrs 

Hibb’s Class who had an excellent day at Sutton Courtney Field Centre. They have all written a 

comprehensive account of their day for me- in well-structured paragraphs using their neatest joined 

up handwriting. I am really impressed with the standard of their written work but as most of their 

accounts are two to three pages long I will just share a few excerpts with you here:  

Last week on Thursday 24th April year 4 went to Sutton Courtney 

Field Centre for our school trip; it was the greatest trip ever… 

 

When we arrived our eyes popped out and our mouths dropped, it 

was incredible! To the right of us was a forest full of trees and 

secret passages, to the left of us was a building like a log cabin 

with brightly painted classrooms, windows for bird watching and a 

low balcony decorated with wind charms and pipes. 

 

Once we were all in we had a talk about habitats in a classroom. 

There were stuffed animals in the classroom and the ones with the 

open case you could touch but the ones with a case you couldn’t 

touch. Our main activity was pond dipping in the morning. When 

we went pond dipping we caught lots of snails and a few newts. 

After lunch we caught some mini beasts and I caught loads of 

creepy crawlies. I was amazed by who caught what. 
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I caught a large snail that did a tour of its pot and it was the 

fastest and biggest snail I have ever seen 

 

Our group caught about five worms, one millipede, two slugs and 

one snail. But two people were on slimy and two were on crawlies. 

That was my first time picking up a worm so I felt good about that 

because I’m super confident now. 

 

The next thing we did was we went inside and got some pond 

dipping passports. We had to draw a picture of an animal or insect 

that we had caught. I drew a newt. 

 

Ceri went and showed us what we had to do next; we had to make a 

food chain. I was so tired I wanted food as well! 

 

Sadly it was time to go; all our faces had turned to frowns. 

I wish we could go there again because it was the best! I think 

everyone should try it for a day. It’s got lots of fun activities. 

You can’t not enjoy Sutton Courtney Field Centre. 

I think the children’s writing confirm that educational visits are really worth all the extra time, 

organisation and finance they involve. So thank you Mrs Hibbs for organising this trip and thank you 

year 4 parents for supporting it financially.  

I hope you all have a lovely Bank Holiday weekend. 

Mrs Delany-White 

 


