
Diocese of Portsmouth 
 

ST EDMUND’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL 
Radley Road, Abingdon, Oxfordshire OX14 3PP 

Tel: 01235 521558           Fax:  01235 532778 
e-mail: office.3856@st-edmunds-rc.oxon.sch.uk 

www.st-edmunds-rc.oxon.sch.uk 
Headteacher:  Mrs M Delany-White 

 

 

 

  

25
th

 November 2015 

Dear Parents, 

 

I have two lovely pieces of news to share with you. On Friday 

14
th

 November we celebrated St Edmund’s Feast Day together 

as a school. Our day began with a whole school Mass in the 

church at 10 am. The Mass had been prepared by Mrs Semple, 

Mr Finch and Mrs Himpson to include as many children and 

their gifts as possible.  

 

So we had some of 

our older children 

confidently reading 

for us and serving 

on the altar: 

 

 

 

A tuneful group of Year 5 girls led us in singing the 

psalm: 

 
 

 

 

 

A large group of children from the orchestra 

accompanied Mrs Semple and Mr Finch’s guitar 

playing as the whole school (Reception Class 

included) sang out with joy throughout the whole of 

the Mass. It was one of the proudest moments I have 

ever experienced looking around the packed church 

and enjoying our joyful celebration as a school 

community. 

 

When the children returned to school they spent time in their classrooms finding out all about St 

Edmund and his life which they shared together in a special assembly at the end of the day: 
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Our special day also included a little feast in each classroom, which I was kindly invited to join by 

every class (after eight lots of party food I was feeling a little sick by the end of the day!) 

It truly was a special Feast Day enjoyed by all. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I was therefore not surprised when I received the completed Validation report from the Diocesan 

inspectors who spent two days with us on Monday 10
th

 and 17
th

 November to read their comments 

about our ‘faith filled community’. I am delighted to say they were as impressed with our RE 

teaching, worship and leadership as I am. Therefore they have judged our school as being ‘good’ in 

all categories inspected and ‘outstanding’ for pupils’ moral development.  

 

If you would like to read the full report I have attached it to our website but I’d like to share two 

highlights from it: 

 The children interviewed described our school as a school where ‘everyone is kind and 
loving towards each other, follow God and have healthy dinners.’ 

 One of the inspectors in her thank you email to me wrote ‘It was a pleasure and a privilege 
meeting all of your wonderful children. I am amazed at their levels of engagement. Your 
community is certainly a vibrant, working, living community that any head would be proud 
of.’  

I obviously agree with her comments entirely. 

 

I look forward to seeing many of you over the next few weeks as we start our Christmas activities. 

Yours sincerely, 

Mrs Delany-White 


