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St Edmund’s Catholic Primary School, Abingdon 

Governor Update for Parents, April 2015 

Dear Parents, 

The Governing Body would like to share with you the progress made by our school in Terms 3 and 

4 of this year. As in our previous Governor updates, the sub-headings from the current OFSTED 

framework have been used. 

Leadership and Management 

 The Governors’ Teaching and Learning Committee continues to analyse closely attainment 

and progress data for all classes and groups at our school. During this coming term 

Governors will also be working alongside Subject Leaders in school to monitor the Action 

Plans for each subject at St Edmund’s. 

 We have received very positive feedback about the new format of Parents’ Evenings with 

parents appreciating both the longer appointment times and the opportunity to see 

classrooms and exercise books. 

 The Governors’ Teaching and Learning Committee was delighted with the response from 

parents to our Homework Survey – we had 126 responses and received some very useful 

feedback. As a result of this survey a small group of governors, parents and staff members 

are currently focussed on updating our Homework Policy and the support we offer parents, 

the details of which will be shared with you in the Summer Term, but in the meantime we 

would like to thank you for your fantastic engagement in this important aspect of our 

school improvement plan.  

 Almost every class at St Edmund’s now has a Parent Rep who will play a valuable role in 

ensuring high quality communication between school and home and vice versa. 

 Our Parents Association has reformed and has already organised a number of fundraising 

and social events this term. We would like to thank all the PA members for their hard work 

raising funds for our school. 

 As Governors we bring different strengths and experiences to our team here at St 

Edmund’s. Please read our governor profiles under the “Our Governors” section on the 

Governors tab on the school website to find out a bit about us. A notice board with photos 

of staff and governors will be installed this term in the school playground. 

Behaviour and Safety of Pupils 

 Our School Council worked extremely hard at the end of last term to interview potential 

class teachers for St Edmund’s. Their dedication and enthusiasm impressed all the 

candidates and also the staff members and governors who took part in the interview 

process. 

 Our oldest students in Year 6 have been fundraising this past term for their chosen 

Dementia charity and have taken on this role with both maturity and enthusiasm.  
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 Our Safeguarding practices have been developed over the past term to ensure we are 

keeping abreast of outstanding practice in this area. 

 Years 5 and 6 have worked with the NSPCC this past term to develop their awareness and 

understanding of different forms of abuse. 

 To further develop our E-safety practice at school, the staff and Governors adopted a new 

“Acceptable Usage Policy” for ICT use. A pupil version of this has been sent home to all 

parents to discuss and sign with their children. Further to this Mrs Delany-White will hold 

an E-safety evening for parents during the Summer Term. 

Quality of Teaching 

 According to recent lesson observations which form part of our monitoring process, all 

lessons are now at least Good with an increasing number of Outstanding lessons. 

 Our new Marking Policy has proved very successful in moving pupils on in their learning 

and both teachers and pupils are working very hard to make good and often outstanding 

progress in lessons. Please do talk to your children about their “Next Steps” in both 

Literacy and Maths. 

 We are currently involved in some very exciting Writing projects across the school 

including a School to School project where Year 5 and 6 will be working with pupils and 

teachers at St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School in Headington. This is an exciting project for 

our budding writers in Key Stage 2. 

 We recently strengthened our teaching team through the appointment of Mrs Fay O’Brien 

and Mrs Sarah Harper who will join our Key Stage 2 and Key Stage 1 team respectively in 

September.  

 Learning within the classroom over the past two terms has been complemented by extra-

curricular visits such as the Big Bang Science Fair in Birmingham (Year 5), the Oxfordshire 

Museum (Year 1) and Warwick Castle (Year 2). Mrs Kelly and some Year 2 students can 

even be seen in action on the Schools page of the Warwick Castle website!  

 Our team of Teaching Assistants have been shadowing colleagues at local schools in order 

to share good TA practice in the classroom. This has proved a really positive experience for 

all concerned. 

Achievement of Pupils 

 Pupil Attainment and Progress Data continues to be input into our tracking system and is 

closely analysed by school leaders and governors. We have been really pleased to see the 

significant impact our Marking Policy and other whole school initiatives are having on pupil 

outcomes at St Edmund’s. 

 Many of our Year 6 pupils have attended Level 6 Master classes with other Abingdon 

primary school pupils for English and Maths.  

 We continue to shine in sporting and musical events in our local area and our extra-

curricular clubs for Sport and Music continue to be extremely popular with our pupils.  
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 We will be celebrating the language skills of the pupils at St Edmund’s through a special 

Day of Languages just before half-term to tie in with the feast of Pentecost.  This will be a 

fantastic opportunity to share the many languages spoken by our pupils at home. 

 We now have a Pupil Premium Champion on our Governing Body. Theresa McGarrick has 

taken on this role which involves ensuring that pupils in receipt of the Pupil Premium make 

progress in line with their peers. 

Early Years Provision 

 Our Early Years team continue to develop and enhance the Early Years provision for our 

youngest children, with support from the Local Authority and neighbouring schools. We 

are delighted that we will be oversubscribed in September, with a waiting list of local 

children wanting to join us.  

In addition we have continued to strengthen links with the parish through two coffee mornings 

after 10.15 mass on Sunday run by parents and pupils at our school and regular visits to attend 

Mass at Our Lady and St Edmund’s. We are also developing stronger links with Our Lady’s 

Abingdon and this term pupils in Years 4 and 5 will be making use of the Science labs there. 

What next? 

 Please look out for our Parent Survey in Term 6 through which the Governing Body will be 

gathering your views on a range of areas of school life. Remember you can always 

complete the Ofsted Parentview survey at any time (accessed via the link on the right hand 

side of our school website). 

With best wishes 

St Edmund’s School Governors 

 

 

 


