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Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Welcome 
 
Hello, my name is Mrs. Fay O’Brien and I have the pleasure of being the Year 5 class teacher. 
Over the past year I have had the pleasure of getting to know many of the wonderful children at 
St. Edmund’s School and I am delighted to have the opportunity to get to know the new Year 5 
Class. I look forward to sharing an exciting and enriching year of learning with your children. 
 
Curriculum 
This term we will be studying the Anglo-Saxons and the Vikings. We will be researching many 
aspects of these topics, including: timelines, settlements, locations, beliefs, daily life and 
artefacts. To deepen the children’s understanding of the topics they will be creating Viking 
shields.  
 
Following on from Year 4, there will continue to be a very strong focus on English, Maths and 
Science. Your children will continue to have their own personal target cards for reading, writing 
and Maths. These will clearly show your children their next steps, as well as acting as a visual 
record for them to see just how much they have progressed throughout the year. The children 
will bring their Target Cards home each Monday (starting in week 2) and must return them to 
school on the next day without fail.  
 
Linking into our topic theme, we will start by looking at the classic story of Beowulf in English. 
The children will be making predictions about the story and creating their own Viking hero tales. 
Towards the latter half of the term, we will also be looking at biographies, poetry, recounts and 
instructions and explanations. Many of these will also tie in closely with our topic and science 
work. 
 
In Maths the children will be learning mental and written calculation methods. They will also 
further their learning of place value (including decimals), shape and fractions. The children will 
continue to develop their mathematical skills through investigations, reasoning and problem 
solving.  
 
Science teaching and learning is a focus at St. Edmund’s School as it’s such a fun and 
fundamental subject. Your children will have many opportunities to consider how and why things 
happen and perform practical activities to test their ideas. Our Science topic will be States of 
Matter. Amongst others, the children will perform experiments to help them to explain 
evaporation and condensation by seeing these processes in action. They will then explain their 
findings and understanding by writing an explanation piece in English.  
 
As the children are aware, they will have the opportunity to learn to play a brass instrument 
during class music lessons this year. They shall be performing to you later on in the year. 



 

 
Homework 
Homework will be given out on Fridays and will be expected back in on the following 
Wednesday. Homework will include Maths, English and Spellings every week. Reading is really 
important (and enjoyable!) as it helps children to improve their writing. There is an expectation 
that your child will read at home every day, whether this is a book, newspaper, magazine or any 
other source of writing, for at least 20 minutes. Talking to your child about what they have read, 
and encouraging them to ask questions, will help them to deepen their understanding. Children 
will keep a record of their reading in their homework books.  
 
School Uniform and PE kit 
We are scheduled to have PE on Wednesdays. After Christmas the children have been given a 
wonderful opportunity to take part in trampoline/badminton training at the Leisure Centre. Pupils 
are expected to have PE kit for indoor and outdoor activities, which includes footwear that is 
suitable for each setting (plimsolls for indoors and trainers for outdoors). It is advisable for 
children to keep their PE kits in school all week so that they can take part in any extra physical 
activities that may take place at short notice. If a child does not have their PE kit in school for 
PE lessons, they will need to borrow second-hand kit from the office. This must be returned at 
the end of each PE lesson. 
 
Provided that shoes are dry and free from mud, children will be allowed to wear their outdoor 
shoes in the classroom. If outdoor shoes are muddy, children will be asked to change into their 
plimsolls before entering the classroom. If the ground is wet outside, children will not be able to 
play on the field at break-time and will be required to change into their outdoor trainers before 
going out to play.  
 
Water Bottles 
Children should bring in a named water bottle, containing water only, so they are able to have a 
drink as and when they need one.  Drink bottles may be left in school, but do need to go home 
every Friday to be cleaned. 
 
If you have any queries, or if you wish to talk to me, I am available after school each day. If you 
would prefer to arrange a meeting with me to discuss anything at length, then please let me 
know or contact the school office. 
 
I look forward to working together with you and you children over the coming academic year. 
  
Kind regards,  
 
Fay O’Brien 


