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Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Happy New Year.  
 
It was wonderful to see your children come back into class refreshed and enthusiastic to learn 
and further develop their skills. They are such a delightful class.  
 
Curriculum 
 
This term we will be exploring the geographical and historical features of the Ancient and 
Modern Greek civilisations. This will include developing a knowledge of timelines, settlements, 
locations, beliefs, daily life and artefacts. To deepen the children’s understanding of the topic, 
they will also be creating model temples, coil pots and theatrical masks. The children will 
develop their drama and presentation skills through the performance of a Greek Tragedy.  
 
We will be looking at various Greek Myths and the significance of Greek Gods. The children will 
be making predictions, challenging themselves to include a flashback in their own original myth, 
creating their own Greek God and developing characters.  
 
Continuing from last term, there will be a strong emphasis on English, Maths and Science. The 
children are now very familiar with their personal target cards for reading, writing and maths. 
They are now using them confidently and as a point of reference to guide them in their learning. 
As a whole school, we are introducing science target cards. This will help the children to 
develop and see progress in their learning, understanding and application of the science that 
they are learning in class. These clearly show your child their next steps.  
 
In maths, the children will continue to learn mental and written calculation methods. They will 
also continue to consolidate their understanding of place value and decimals, data and 
fractions. Reasoning and problem solving are a continuing focus in maths, enabling the children 
to develop a deeper understanding of maths as a relevant and powerful tool which can be used 
in a variety of settings. The children will continue to develop their mathematical skills through 
regular investigations 
 
Our science topic will be earth and space. The children will perform some experiments, 
including taking part in the ‘Training like an astronaut’ programme which has been developed by 
NASA. I have also arranged for an astrophysicist from the University of Oxford to visit and talk 
to the children and answer their questions. After half-term, we will be learning about forces. The 
children will be creating parachutes and boats to investigate resistance and buoyancy, amongst 
other forces. 



 

 
The children will continue to have the opportunity to learn to play their brass instrument. Their 
musical aptitude is developing rapidly; they have been practising consistently. We look forward 
to performing to you later on in the year. 
 
 
Homework 
 
Homework will continue to be given out on Fridays and will be expected back in the following 
Wednesday. Homework will include Maths, Literacy, Spellings and Times Tables every week. 
Reading is really important (and enjoyable!), as it helps children to improve their writing. There 
is an expectation that your child will read at home every day, whether this is a book, newspaper, 
magazine or any other source of writing, for at least 20 minutes. Talking to your child about 
what they have read, and encouraging them to ask questions, will help them to deepen their 
understanding. Children will keep a record of their reading in their homework books.  
 
 
School Uniform and PE kit 
 
There has been a change in the PE timetable for this term. Up until Easter, the children will do 
PE on a Tuesday afternoon at the Vale of White Horse Leisure Centre. The children will have 
the opportunity to take part in badminton sessions as well as sessions on the trampoline. They 
will walk to the leisure centre and will be accompanied by Mrs. Harris and Mrs. Himpson.  
 
Pupils are expected to have PE kit for indoor and outdoor activities, which includes footwear 
that is suitable for each setting. It is advisable for children keep their PE kits in school all week 
so that they can take part in any extra physical activities that may take place at short notice.  
 
As always, if you have any queries, or if you wish to talk to me, I am usually available after 
school. If you would prefer to arrange a meeting with me to discuss anything at length, then 
please me know or contact the school office. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank you and your children for your kind Christmas and 
New Year wishes. With best wishes for a healthy and happy 2017. 
  
Kind Regards,  
 
Fay O’Brien 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


