
 

 

Blooming Rainforests. 

Letter to Parents for Summer Terms 2017  

Dear Parents,  

A warm welcome back after the Easter holidays. Please find below our curriculum for the Summer 

Terms. We will be learning about the Tropical Rainforests in Geography and this will be taught 

through English. We will find out: Where rainforests are, their physical features, climate and 

temperature, animals and plants living there, threats to the rainforest and look at ways to protect the 

environment. 

English/ Geography Topic  

Fiction:  Adventure Stories, Plays, Shape Poetry and Calligrams.  

Non- Fiction:    Information Texts, Instructions, Newspaper Reports, Diaries and Posters. 

We will also cover all the SPAG (Spelling Punctuation and Grammar) requirements of the New National 

Curriculum.  

Handwriting: Your child will be taught to take pride in their work and will be encouraged to produce 

neat, fluent, continuous cursive handwriting.  

http://www.cursivewriting.org/cursive-1-fonts.html. 

We will continue to reward children with pen licences when we feel their handwriting is neat enough 

for a pen and we will have handwriting competitions every long term. 

http://www.primarycurriculum.me.uk/year3/english 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Weekly spelling tests are always on Wednesday and will be sent home the Friday before as homework.  

We will be learning common spelling patterns/families as well as the common exception words above.  

Please help your children with these by using the look, cover, write and check method and please 

continue to read with your child every day.  

 

http://www.cursivewriting.org/cursive-1-fonts.html
http://www.primarycurriculum.me.uk/year3/english


 

Maths: 

Number:  Place value, addition, subtraction, division, multiplication and fractions. 

Measurement: measuring lengths, area, perimeter, time and money. 

Geometry: 2D and 3D shapes 

Statistics: data handling, graphs, bar charts and pictograms. 

We will also focus on problem solving and reasoning and regular multiplication tables tests. Please 
support your children at home with times tables. 

SCIENCE:      

Forces and Magnets 

a) Can compare how things move on different surfaces. 
  
b) Understands that some forces need contact between two objects, but 
magnetic forces can act at a distance.  
 
c) Can observe how magnets attract or repel each other and attract some 
materials and not others.  
 
d) Can compare and group together a variety of everyday materials on 
the basis of whether they are attracted to a magnet, and identify some 
magnetic materials.  
 
e) Can describe magnets as having two poles.  
 
f) Can predict whether two magnets will attract or repel each other, 
depending on which poles are facing.  

Light 

a) recognise that they need light in order to see things and that dark is the absence of light  

b) notice that light is reflected from surfaces 

c) recognise that light from the sun can be dangerous and that there are ways to protect their eyes 

d) recognise that shadows are formed when the light from a light source is blocked by a solid object 

e) find patterns in the way that the sizes of shadows change.                           

Plants 

a)  identify and describe the functions of different parts of flowering plants: roots, stem/trunk, leaves 
and flowers 

b)    explore the requirements of plants for life and growth (air, light, water, nutrients from soil, and 
room to grow) and how they vary from plant to plant 

c)    investigate the way in which water is transported within plants 
 
 



 
 
 
 
d)    explore the part that flowers play in the life cycle of flowering plants, including pollination, seed 
formation and dispersal.                
    
RE:  Holy Week, Easter and Pentecost. We are very excited for the children who will be taking their 

First Holy Communion too. The 2 dates are: Saturday 10th June and Sunday 11th June. We will also be 

celebrating this with a special mass in school on Wednesday 28th June at 2pm and you are all very 

warmly invited. 

DT/ART:      Study of artist Henri Rousseau. 

FRENCH with Mrs Richards 

COMPUTING:    Uploading pictures/files, search and enter data, Edit images 

and plan a sequence of instructions.      

PE:  Swimming and Athletics      

Please ensure a complete PE kit is in school every day. 

Homework: 

As well as weekly spellings; English, Maths or Science homework is given every Friday and should be 

returned the following Wednesday. Reading and multiplication tables at home too are always a big 

help. 

Date for diaries:   

Wednesday 3rd May Year 3 Class Assembly at 2:20pm (all welcome) 

Monday 8th May Class Trip to Living Rainforest, Thatcham, Newbury   

 

If you have any queries about the above, please do not hesitate to contact me and thank you for your 

continuing support.  

 

Best wishes,  

 

Ms Foukaridou 

 

 

  

 

 

                                                                  

 

                  

 

 

 


