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Dear Potential Candidate, 
 
Thank you for taking the time to find out more about our school and hopefully you are now considering 
applying to join us. We are a warm and friendly Primary School situated within the parish of Our Lady and 
St Edmund of Abingdon in the picturesque town of Abingdon.  We have a wide catchment area as we take 
children from Abingdon, Didcot and surrounding villages as we are the only Catholic primary school in the 
area. Currently 66% of our pupils are Catholic, with a further 25% being from other Christian traditions. An 
increasing percentage of our pupils have English as an additional language and come from a variety of 
ethnic minorities. The cultural diversity is particularly evident in the Early Years and Key Stage 1 classes 
where we take every opportunity to celebrate the cultural backgrounds and traditions our community now 
shares. The percentage of pupils entitled to free school meals is below the national average. 
 
As our validators for our S48 inspection in November 2014 stated: St Edmund’s Catholic Primary School is a 
good example of a school that works hard to ‘learn, love and pray’. Throughout the school there is firm 
evidence that you are in a faith-filled community. The pupils proudly told the RE validators: our school is a 
place where ‘everyone is kind, and loving towards one another, follow God and have healthy dinners’. 
 
During our recent Ofsted inspection in May 2016, the inspectors made the following judgements: 
This is a good school. 
 

 The school is a thriving, multicultural community where boys and girls from different 
backgrounds get along together extremely well.  

 Teachers have high expectations of pupils’ work and behaviour.  

 Pupils are well behaved and eager to learn. They have a very good understanding of how they are 
doing, and so know how to improve. 

 Parents are kept well informed about their children’s progress.  

 Children get off to a good start in the Early Years. They enjoy school and make good progress. The 
provision has been transformed since the last inspection.  

 Accurate assessments of pupils’ attainment help teachers to plan work that usually matches the 
needs of most pupils well. This helps all groups of pupils to achieve well over time.  

 Pupils have good relationships with staff. They rightly feel safe in the school because they know 
staff look after them well.  

 The curriculum is wide-ranging, with a great variety of enrichment activities. This supports pupils’ 
spiritual, moral, social and cultural development, as well as their academic progress.  

http://www.st-edmunds-rc.oxon.sch.uk/
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The inspectors were particularly impressed by the confident and articulate way all of the children were 
able to answer their questions and the impeccable manners shown by all. I am incredibly proud of every 
one of them, as are all of the parents and staff too. As our Year 6 pupils explained to an inspector: ‘this is a 
Catholic school; everyone is valued whatever their religion or wherever they come from’. 

We: staff, governors, senior leaders, parents and children, are all fully committed to making our school the 
very best it can be. We have friendly, engaged children who are keen to learn. From our youngest children 
in Nursery to our oldest pupils in Year 6, all are fully involved in their lessons and are keen to act on the 
teachers’ feedback to improve. When interviewed by Governors recently the children gave the following 
responses: 

 “We like our lessons!” Maths was mentioned first as a favourite subject, closely followed by English, 

but the children also spoke with great enthusiasm about coding in Computing, experiments in 

Science lessons, getting the chance to do different sports in PE and making paper and clay pots in 

Art. 

 “Playtimes are fun because we have fun equipment and the field to play on, but we also like playing 

made up games.” 

 “We get to go on cool trips like to the Cotswold Wildlife Park, the Big Bang Science fair in 

Birmingham and to Pizza Express.” 

 “We have parties for special occasions like St Edmund’s Day.” 

  “Our school is like a family. Everyone is friendly and nice.” 

 

We have a strong and experienced Senior Leadership Team here at St Edmund’s who work closely 

alongside myself to continue to move our school towards our ultimate aim of being ‘outstanding’.  We also 

have strong links with our parish church of Our Lady & St Edmund of Abingdon and are well supported by 

our parish priests Fr Jamie and Fr Phil who both come into school regularly. It is anticipated that St 

Edmund’s School will convert to become part of the Frassati Multi Academy Trust of diocesan schools in 

2018. 

 

If you would like to know more about us do take a look at our website on http://www.st-edmunds-

rc.oxon.sch.uk/ then call our friendly office team to make an appointment to come and visit us. I can 

guarantee you will be warmly welcomed. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

Maria Delany-White 
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