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Autumn Term 2017 
Year 3 Class Newsletter 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Welcome 
 
I have the great privilege of being your child’s Year 3 teacher. Moving into ‘The Juniors’ is an 
exciting step up from the Infants and your children will be taught to become more independent. To 
ensure they quickly settle into their new class routines they will be encouraged to organise 
themselves for lessons by remembering their reading books, homework books, PE kit and 
Swimming kit. 
 
Swimming  
 
Swimming is an important part of Year 3’s PE curriculum and it will take place every Monday 
morning. It is always a great pleasure for us to see the progress the children make in swimming 
over the course of the year. Please remember to supply a named bag containing a named 
costume, towel and hat every Monday. (Swimming goggles are only for children with specific eye 
conditions). 
 
Curriculum 
 
English 
 
The majority of our English work will be based on our History topic, ‘The Stone Age,’ to ensure 
the work is engaging and creative. 
 
Reading: Your children will read in weekly guided reading sessions, sometimes individually and 
as a class. The main narrative texts will be Stig of the Dump by Clive King and Ug, Boy Genius of 
the Stone Age by Raymond Briggs. They will also read from a variety of Stone Age non-fiction 
books too. They will have comprehension exercises based on the texts and will be encouraged to 
borrow books from the Junior library. Please continue to read with your child every day.  
 
Writing: This will also be taught through our topic and will include instructions, poetry, stories, 
newspaper reports, recounts and diaries.  
 
Handwriting: Your child will be taught to take pride in their work and will be encouraged to 
produce neat, fluent, continuous cursive handwriting. http://www.cursivewriting.org/cursive-1-
fonts.html. In Year 3 we begin to reward children with pen licences when the teacher feels their 
handwriting is neat enough for a pen and we will have handwriting competitions every long term. 
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Spellings/Phonics: The spellings sent home will be the Year 3/4 word lists recommended by the 
Government and the children will be encouraged to investigate and apply them in different 
contexts. These will be sent home every Friday and tested the following Wednesday.  
 
Grammar and Punctuation: This will be taught within the topic and discreetly and there will be a 
weekly SPAG (Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar) test.  
 
Maths 
 
Number: Place value, addition, subtraction, division, multiplication and fractions. 
Measurement: Measuring lengths, area, perimeter, time and money. 
Geometry: 2D and 3D shapes. 
Statistics: Data handling, graphs, bar charts and pictograms. 
 
We will also focus on problem solving, investigating, reasoning, regular times tables tests, and 
Mathletics. Please support your children at home with Mathletics and times tables. 
 
Science: The topic this term is ‘Animals including Humans’ with a big emphasis on skeletons, 
muscles and healthy eating.  
 
RE: Every 5th week, our class will be going to Mass at St Edmund’s Church. In RE we will be 
learning about Creation, Prayers, Saints and Feasts and Advent. 
 
DT/ART: Cave drawings/models, Stonehenge silhouette paintings, Stone Age jewellery, animal 
drawings. 
 
Computing: Emailing, networking and Internet safety. 
 
PSHCE:  Circle time, Say no to bullying and Getting on and falling out.        
 
PE:  Swimming (Monday), games, hockey and football.  
 
School Uniform and PE kit 
 
Pupils are expected to have PE kit for indoor and outdoor activities, which includes footwear that is 
suitable for each setting. It is suggested that children keep their PE kits in school all week so 
that they can take part in any extra physical activities that may take place at short notice.  
 
Target Cards 
 
Your child will still have a target card for Reading, Writing, Maths and Science which will go home 
every Monday in order for you to have an insight into what we are doing in class and so that you 
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can keep track of the progress your child is making. We ask that these are returned to school on 
Tuesday mornings so we can continue to use them in class during the week.  
 
Homework: 
 

Friday Homework and spelling given to be submitted by following Wednesday. 

Wednesday Spelling test and Homework due in from previous week. 

Every Day Reading and multiplication tables.  

 
If you have any queries or if you wanted to talk to me about anything at all, please feel free to 
arrange a meeting with me. I look forward to working with you and your children.  
 
  
Kind Regards,  
 
Ms Foukaridou  
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