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Dear Parents and Carers,  

  

Happy New Year. 

  

Welcome back! We hope you had a good break over the Christmas holidays. It was wonderful to see the 

children return with such enthusiasm to learn. We are delighted Mrs. Cottriall has joined the Year 5 

team and she is looking forward to getting to know your children over the coming weeks.   

  

Curriculum  

  

This term we will be exploring Ancient and Modern Greece. The children will be learning about Greek 

gods and goddesses, Greek myths and monsters, and the Olympics past and present. They will be 

developing their historical skills by learning about the past through evidence and artefacts and will use 

their artistic and creative skills to create Greek pottery.  

  

In Maths, the children will continue to learn mental and written calculation methods. They will apply 

these methods to mental arithmetic. They will also continue to consolidate their understanding of place 

value and decimals, data and fractions. Reasoning and problem solving are a continuing focus in Maths, 

enabling the children to develop a deeper understanding of Maths as a relevant and powerful tool 

which can be used in a variety of settings. The children will continue to develop their mathematical skills 

through regular investigations. 

  

This term we will be exploring Space and the Solar System in Science. We will be learning about the 

different planets and using practical experiments to understand how the Solar System works.  Later in 

the term, we will be learning about forces. The children will be creating parachutes and boats to 

investigate resistance and buoyancy, amongst other forces.  

  

Continuing from last term, there will be a strong emphasis on English, Maths and Science. The children 

are now very familiar with their personal target cards for reading, writing, maths and science. They are 

using them confidently and as a point of reference to guide them in their learning. These clearly show 

your child their next steps.   

 

  



The children will continue to have the opportunity to learn to play their brass instrument. Their musical 

aptitude is developing rapidly. We look forward to performing to you later on in the year.  

  

  

Homework  

 

Thank you for your support with homework. We are pleased to see the commitment the children have 

shown in doing their homework each week and have been impressed with their practical creations as 

well! We will continue to set Maths and English/Topic homework each week alongside regular spellings 

and reading challenges. Homework will continue to be given out on Fridays and will be expected back in 

the following Wednesday.  

 

One of the most powerful ways you can help your child is by helping them develop a love of reading. 

This may be through them seeing you read and enjoy books, through them reading to you or you to 

them, or discussing different things you have read together. Reading regularly will help your child with 

every subject and, in particular, their spelling and writing skills. Thank you so much for your support in 

this area. Please do come and ask us if you need any book suggestions.  

 

  

School Uniform and PE kit  

  

There has been a change in the PE timetable for this term for 5A. Up until Easter, the children will do PE 

on a Tuesday afternoon at the Vale of White Horse Leisure Centre. The children will have the 

opportunity to take part in badminton sessions as well as sessions on the trampoline. They will walk to 

the leisure centre and will be accompanied by Mrs. Harris. 5G’s PE will remain on a Wednesday this 

term. 

  

Pupils are expected to have PE kit for indoor and outdoor activities, which includes footwear that is 

suitable for each setting. It is advisable for children to keep their PE kits in school all week so that they 

can take part in any extra physical activities that may take place at short notice.   

  

As always, if you have any queries, or if you wish to talk to us, we are usually available after school. If 

you would prefer to arrange a meeting with us to discuss anything at length, then please let us know or 

contact the school office.  

  

We would like to take this opportunity to thank you and your children for your kind Christmas and New 

Year wishes.  

 

With best wishes for a healthy and happy 2018, 

  

Mrs Attridge, Mrs Cottriall and Mrs Graham. 


