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                                                                                                    September 2017 
Dear Parents, 
                                                                                                                                         
Welcome to St Edmund’s Nursery! 
 
We are looking forward to getting to know you and your child over the next few weeks and we hope that 
your child will enjoy their time in Nursery.  
 
The Nursery class morning session runs from 8:50 to 11:50a.m., and the afternoon session from 12:00-
3:00p.m. This year many children are staying for a full day from 8:50-3:00p.m. Children and parents will be 
able to come straight to the classroom door under the canopy when they are dropped off. The children will 
also be collected from this door at the end of the session.  
 
During a typical Nursery session, we will come in and play for a few minutes, then gather on the carpet for 
the register and some teaching time (the length of which will build over the course of the year). The 
children will then play independently or take part in an adult led activity focussing on one of the areas of 
the Foundation Stage curriculum. These are Personal, Social and Emotional Development (PSED), 
Communication and Language (CL), Physical Development (PD), Literacy (L), Mathematics (M), 
Understanding the World (UW) and Expressive Arts and Design (EAD). As a Catholic school we also include 
some time for Religious Education (RE), and will introduce a short class worship time with the Reception 
class once both classes are settled. We have snack and then continue with our play and adult led activities 
until about 11:25a.m., when we tidy up and sit down together for story time and singing. We are 
encouraging all of the children to come and sit together when asked, although it can take some children a 
good few days to get used to this when they still want to play! The children who are going home then 
leave, and children who are staying for lunch then wash their hands and sit down for lunch in the 
Reception classroom.  
 
During lunch the children are supervised by Miss Hunter, the Reception class teacher, and Mrs Moloney, 
one of our teaching assistants. The children then go and play in the outdoor area with their Reception class 
friends until 1p.m. when we have afternoon registration. The afternoon follows a similar format to the 
mornings, with independent play and adult led activities, a snack time, tidy up time, a story and singing 
before going home. 
 
An example weekly timetable and our medium term planning for this term is attached, so that you can see 
how our days usually run and what we will be learning about this term.  
 
Children can come to school in their own clothes, but please make sure that their clothes are easy for them 
to manage independently when they go to the toilet- trousers or skirts with elasticated waists are ideal. 
Some children like to have a school Foundation Stage sweatshirt- these are available for sale from the 
school office. It would be helpful for each child to have a named pair of wellington boots that they can 
leave at school to wear for outside play in wet or cold weather, although we do have some spare pairs of 
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our own. Please also make sure that your child has a named coat with them at school if the weather is cold 
or wet, and a named sunhat if it is hot. We will always try to spend some time outside every day, even if it 
is raining. It is also important that each child has a bag they can leave at school containing some spare 
clothes just in case of accidents! We are always grateful for donations of spare clothes, so if you have any 
pants, socks, trousers/leggings or tops that no longer fit your child we would be very happy to receive 
them! We do have some spare school uniform we can lend to children, but very little to fit 3 year olds. 
 
For Health and Safety reasons, children are not permitted to wear jewellery, including earrings, to school. 
 
The children are offered a snack and drink during the morning and the afternoon. We will provide the 
children with a piece of fruit or vegetable and milk or water to drink. You do not need to send any food or 
drinks to school with your child other than a healthy packed lunch if they are staying at school for a full 
day. 
 
Once the children have settled in to school then we will be very happy to have parent helpers coming in. If 
you would like to volunteer as a parent helper, then please speak to us about it. We will also have a ‘Stay 
and Play’ twice a year, which will give you the opportunity to stay with your child for a Nursery session if 
you wish, so that you can see what your child does at Nursery. 
 
Our topics this term are ‘All about me’ and ‘Festivals’. We will be learning about ourselves and our families, 
our bodies and keeping healthy. We will also learn about how we celebrate festivals including Harvest, 
Bonfire Night, Diwali, Advent and Christmas. 
 
We always offer a range of learning opportunities for your children in our setting. Sometimes we like to do 
special activities such as cooking, food tasting or making cards and gifts for special occasions. In order to 
help us cover the costs of materials we ask for a £5 donation each term, using the attached envelope. 
 
We are always grateful for donations of old greeting cards, children’s comics/magazines, sweet wrappers 
and wrapping paper to use for cutting and sticking. 
 
Please come and talk to us if you would like to discuss how your child is settling in at Nursery. If your child’s 
health or family circumstances change, then please do let us know. 
 
With best wishes, 
 
Mrs Fiona Semple, Mrs Anne-Therese Moloney and Miss Michelle Stokes 
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