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April 2018 
Dear Parents, 
                                                                                                                                         
Welcome back to St Edmund’s Nursery. 
 
We hope you had an enjoyable and relaxing Easter break. It is lovely to see the children back 
again! We are delighted to welcome some new children and families to our school this term, 
and are enjoying getting to know our new friends. 
 
As we have new families with us this term, we include some detailed information here 
about how the Nursery sessions run. Nursery class morning session runs from 8.50 to 11. 
50a.m, and the afternoon session from 12.00-3.00p.m. This year many children are staying 
for a full day from 8.50-3.00p.m. Children and parents will be able to come straight to the 
classroom door under the canopy when they are dropped off. The children will also be 
collected from this door at the end of the session. 
 
During a typical Nursery session, we will come in and play for a few minutes, then gather on 
the carpet for the register and some teaching time (the length of which will build over the 
course of the year). The children will then play independently or take part in an adult led 
activity focussing on one of the areas of the Foundation Stage curriculum. These are 
Personal, Social and Emotional Development (PSED), Communication and Language (CL), 
Physical Development (PD), Literacy (L), Mathematics (M), Understanding the World (UW) 
and Expressive Arts and Design (EAD). As a Catholic school we also include some time for 
Religious Education (RE), and have a weekly short class worship time with the Reception 
class. We have snack and then continue with our play and adult led activities until about 
11.25am, when we tidy up and sit down together for story time and singing. We are 
encouraging all of the children to come and sit together when asked, although it can take 
some children a good few days to get used to this when they still want to play! The children 
who are going home then leave, and children who are staying for lunch then wash their 
hands and sit down for lunch in the Reception classroom. 
 
During lunch the children are supervised by myself, Miss Hunter, the Reception class 
teacher; Mrs Moloney, one of our teaching assistants; and Mrs Cox, a very experienced 
lunchtime supervisor. The children then go and play in the outdoor area with their 
Reception class friends until 1p.m. when we have afternoon registration. The afternoon 
follows a similar format to the mornings, with independent play and adult led activities, a 
snack time, tidy up time, a story and singing before going home. During the week there are 
also special one-off activities such as Class Worship on Tuesday mornings, our ‘Stay and 
Sing’ Music class on Wednesday mornings, and PE with our PE specialist teacher Mr Swiatek 
on Thursday afternoons. 
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An example weekly timetable and our medium term planning for this term is attached, so 
that you can see how our days usually run and what we will be learning about this term. 
 
Children can come to school in their own clothes, but please make sure that their clothes 
are easy for them to manage independently when they go to the toilet- trousers or skirts 
with elasticated waists are ideal. Some children like to have a school Foundation Stage 
sweatshirt- these are available for sale from the school office. For Health and Safety 
reasons, children are not permitted to wear jewellery, including earrings, to school. 
 
The children are offered a snack and drink during the morning and the afternoon. We will 
provide the children with a piece of fruit or vegetable and milk or water to drink. You do not 
need to send any food or drinks to school with your child other than a healthy packed lunch 
if they are staying at school for a full day. 
 
We hope that the weather will improve this term, and that we will be able to spend more 
time outside. As you know, we do go outside every day, whatever the weather. Please 
ensure that your child is dressed appropriately for the weather conditions- a waterproof 
coat and wellington boots if it is wet, and a sun hat and sun cream if it is hot. It is probably 
easiest to apply sun cream just before your child comes to school in the morning, as it can 
be difficult for the children to manage themselves. Please also make sure that your child 
wears shoes that are appropriate for running and climbing- flimsy slip-on shoes or flip flops 
are not safe to wear at school. It is also really helpful to have a bag of spare clothes at 
school for your child in case of accidents, but also because children sometimes need 
changing after playing in the water tray or playing outside if it is wet. If you have any old 
jogging bottoms or leggings that your child no longer needs please consider donating them 
to us to use as spare clothes, as most of our spares are school uniform clothes for 4-5 year 
olds, and they are often too big for the Nursery children. 
 
Our topic this term is ‘Our Amazing World’ and we will be looking at lots of different aspects 
of our world including all kinds of animals, hot and cold places, travel and transport, trees 
and plants, and holidays.  We are also continuing with our daily ongoing literacy activities 
such as beginning to recognise graphemes and phonemes (written letters and the sounds 
they represent) and blending and segmenting words; and maths activities such as counting 
how many children are at nursery and linking this to the written number. 
 
As you know, we always offer a range of learning opportunities for your children in our 
setting. Sometimes we like to do special activities such as cooking, food tasting or making 
cards and gifts for special occasions. In order to help us cover the costs of materials we ask 
for a £5 donation each term, using the attached envelope. 
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If you have younger children, then please join us for our weekly ‘Stay and Sing’ Music 
sessions on Wednesday mornings 9-9.30a.m. Babies and toddlers of any age are welcome. 
 
As always, if you have any concerns or if anything changes in your family circumstances or 
child’s health then please let us know. Once again, if you would like to come in to class as a 
parent helper we would love to have you- please speak to us if you are interested. 
 
With best wishes, 
 
Mrs F H Semple, Mrs A-T Moloney, Miss M Stokes     
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